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Making the invisible visible
Hidden meanings in Bach’s Ciaccona





„Arithmetica“ and „Musica“ from 
Artes Liberales by Joannes Sadeler (1550-1610)



Johannes Henningius: Caballalogia, Leipzig, 1683

F# in German: Fis

FIS = 33 (F=6, I=9, S=18)



J S B a c h



1746 portrait of Bach by Elias Hausmann

J-S-B-A-C-H = 41



Numeri Perfecti



Triangular numbers

T(37)=703



Number of pages:                41
Gematrical value of J.S.Bach:  41 (9+18+14)

















Number of bars:                256 (16x16)
132-76 = 56
76-48 = 28

56:28 = 2:1



Number of bars in all movements and their 
proportions:

Allemanda + Ciaccona =           320 (20x16)

Corrente + Sarabanda + Giga = 240 (15x16)

560 (35x16)



1:1 ratio

Number of bars in 6 Solos for Violin: 2400
(BWV 1001-1006)

Number of bars in 6 Sonatas  for violin and harpsichord (BW  
1014-1019): 2400

2:1 ratio

1600 and 800 bars in 4 and 2 solos in BWV 1001-1006

1600 and 800 bars in 4 and 2 solos in BWV 1014-1019

Ruth Tatlow (2006)



The bass foundation 



BWV 4, Cantata „Christ lay in death’s bonds“









Where should I fly from here
since I am burdened
with many great sins?
Where can I find rescue?
If everybody in the world came to help,
they would not take away my anguish.





116f, Climax, trumpets



My inmost heart now raises,
In this fair morning hour,
A song of thankful praises
To Thine Almighty pow'r;
And so I have begun
This day, my God, my life shall be
Begun and closed with praise to Thee,
Through Christ Thy only Son.
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